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ould. take, particular Care, that the 
Caſe pon which that Point ariſes, be 


truly Stated :, For ANTS, 9 8 may er ever 


Argue. to no ParpoſRe, VS. a 
here | are it ſeems Two different Opinions a- 
5595 the Origin of Goyernment; not the Primary 
rigin, but the Origin in This or. That Place. 
Fa affirm it in the People ;. and thoſe of that 
Opinion, I Know not Why, infer, That upon a 
Male: Adminiſtration, which, is a Breach of Truſt 
repos'd in. the Agminiſtrators, the People may by 


Force,change their Truſlecs.,,.. This. Inference di- 
rectly tends.to, Anarc reply and Conſuſion; it makes 


all: Governors mere Tenants at, Will, ll, and liable to 


be turn d qut whenever their Lords and Maſters 
the Mob pleaſe, by making tf em Judges of Right 


or Wrong, and Executioners of their own blind 
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Thoſe of the other Opinion affirm the Original 
of all Government from God; and thence fome 
of them infer, That in ng Caſe Reſiſtance to Kings 
is allowable, becauſe it is to reſiſt the Ordinance 
of God; and therefore let Kings act as they pleaſe, - 
the Governed have no more to do, than humbly 
ſubmit and obey. This inference directly tends 
to make the Power of the Prerogative Abſolute 
and Uncontroulable, and all our Liberties and 
Properties ſubject to that diſpoſing Power accord» 
ing to the mere Will and Pleaſure of the Crown; 
as it is in thoſe Places where Kings are Abſolute, 


Admit then Either of their Foundations true, 
yet in our Government Both the Inferences are 
dangerous and falſe. And that Gentleman, who 
writes himſelf Student of the Temple, in Compli- 


ment only, I preſume, to that Society, that ſuch 


an Unanſwerable Man would write himſelf one 
of them, acted a cunning part in pitching upon 
an ignorant Hotontote to be confounded by his 
unanſwerable Arguments; for had he directed his 
Piſcourie to the Learned Society of the Temple, 
they would have told him he had not yet read 
enough to be a Writer in Print. It ought to be 
agreed upon on both Sides, That the whole Go- 
verning Part in all Governments whatever, is Ab- 


ſolute and Arbitrary ; and ſhould the Laws of the 


whole Governing part be ever ſo grievous either 
in Eecleſiaſtical or Civil Matters, the Governed, 
at the Peril of their Salvation, muſt ay” 

C 


A 


e ee, 8 
Actine or Paſſive Obedience: For could we ſup- 
poſe 4 Government without an Abſolute Uncon- 
troulable Power, there muſt be a perpetual Cir- 
cuity, and never any End of Differences, . or any 
ſots or certain Settlement of any thing, and ſo all 
things would naturally be in perpetual Confuſion. 


Again, It muſt not be deny'd, That all politi- 
cal: Power is from God; yes, and ſo is the Na- 
tural too. But then we muſt conſider, that theſe 
Powers are not immediately from God, but im- 
mediately from Second Cauſes, When we fay 
God made us, we don't mean immediately crea- 
ted us as he did Adam: So when we fay all 
Governing Powers are from God, we don't mean 
immediately by God's Creation, as thoſe Kings 
were which God anointed by his Prophets. If 
therefore we will enquire into the Origin of this 
or that Government, we mult look for the im- 
mediate Origin among Second Cauſes ; which 
tan be but Two, either Force, or Conſent, or 
partly one, partly t other. Where the Govern» 
meat obtain d by Force is eſtabliſſid by a long 
Poſſeſſion, it becomes lawſul, and cannot law- 
fully be oppos'd : Where it is eſtabliſh'd by Con- 
fent, it is immediately lawful, and cannot law- 
ſully be oppos d. And what makes the Power of 
Life and Death in the hands of the Governing 
Part, when no Man has Rightful Power over his 
. own Life, and therefore cauoot give what Power 
he has not, is this; A Man, tis true, has not 
Kightiul Power over his own Life, becauſe he 
| . A 3 yn himſelf 


| 0 6 49 
himſelf is the whole Body, biegt, te the 
Law of Nature for the Whips: Body to deſtr dt 
ſelf: But he has Power over his Meinbers; And 
may, and ought to cut off a Gangreemn Leg cr 
Arm in Preſervation of the reſt of the 
And for the ſame Natural Reaſom is the PBWer 
of Life and Death in the Hands of Governors: 
The Governd are but Members of the Body Po- 
litick; and Evil Members are by the Law Na. 
tural to be cut off in Preſervatiom of the Sound 
Parts: So that this Power is not veſted in Gò- 
vernors by any Gift of the People, or becauſe the 
Power of Governors is from God; but becauſe'i it 
iS a Natural Powet of Government. e 091 
8 
Theſe Things premir d, 1 e! to banden the 
Nature of our Government, which conſiſts of 
Three diſtinct Conſtituent Parts, King or Queen; 
Lords, and Commons. Theſe Three united are 
Arbitrary and Uncontroulable; Accountable to 
None but God: And therefore ſhould: they eſta- 
bliſh Hereſy for the True Faith, or any Wrong 
for Right, there is no Remedy, we muſt. yield 
an Active or Paſſive Obedience to all their Com- 
mands, - whether reaſonable or not ; T hey are the 
Whole Power; and the whole Power is not to 
be oppos'd upon any Pretence whatſoever. 
Theſe Three Conſtituent Parts have Three di- 
inet and ſeparate Powers, as well as one United 
Power; and place the Origin of Power where 
Thom: pleaſe, Their 1 78 and ſeparate Powers 


had 


* 


had all the fan Origin with their United Power; 
and tlie PoꝰW-er of the- Two Houſes ſtands upo ol 
| the fame 5 abt the Power of Kings ſtands.” 
4 1 * 1x} ois. Ft * : by 
The Crown is the Supreme of thets" Author 
ties; and in ſome Gifes the Crown is the whole 
Power of the Kingdom: As for Inſtance; the 
Power of making Peace or War is entirely in the 
Crown, ſo is the Executive part of the Law: But 
then to feſtrain this Power, even where it is Ab- 
ſolute, from Exerting it ſelf to any thing Unrea- 
ſonable or Unjuſt; There is, Firſt as to the ma- 
king an Varcaſonable War, no Money to be Rais'd 
for Carrying on this War, or for any thing elſe, 
without the Houſe of Commons. In the next 
place, to Redreſs Erroneous Judgments or De- 
crees, upon which Executions would follow ; thoſe 
Judgments or Decrees made by the Queen's Courts, 
my be Revers'd by af Appeal to the Houſe of 
Lords, Which is the Supreme Court of | Judi- 
cature , and from whence no Appeal lies to the 
Crown : For where Kings are not the whole en- 
tire Power, the Caſe of Meum and Tuum is often 
diſputed between the King and the Subject: Sub- 
jects of ſuch Kings are not tamely ro ſubmit and 
give up their Rights, becauſe the King will have 
. thoſe Rights ; ; and if the laſt Appeal ſhould lie to 
the King, then would the King be Judge in his 
own Cauſe, Therefore 'the wiſe Laws in this 
Kingdom, which cannot be made or repeal'd, but 
by the United Power of the Three Conſtituent: 
Parts of Government, which therefore ate 4 
e A 4 | Oblt- 
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ory. Prins and Subject, have 
aß op „ho act = 


Crow and the Subject; and this way 


of our Law, That the King can do no Wrong; 


the Kings own Commiſſion: Whilſt therefore the 


That the Judges 
Crowns 


ack even by the 
ſhall give Judgment Ac» 


Commiſſian 


cording to Law in all Controverfies between the 


the Crown 
Is .controul'd even by thoſe n= ag act by. the 
Crewn's Commiſſion ; and I hope not at the pe- 
ril of their Salvation: And if Judges ſhall make 
an Erroneous judgment, the Aggrieved may be 
Redreſsd by Appeal to the Lords; fam PRs 
no Appeal. 1 


From theſe "RF! RA AER ariſes that Max xim 


He is reſtrain'd from fo doing by the other 3A 
ſtituent Parts; and by the Judges who act under 


Three Conſtituents ſtand ſecure in Their diſtinct 


and ſeparate Powers, the Governed can have no 


juſtifiable Reaſon of publick Complaint, much 
leſs of Reſiſtance: . They have no Laws 
made or repeald but by theſe Three Powers Uni- 
ted; and their Acts are the Acts of the whole 
Nation: So if the People complain, they com- 
plain of their own Acts. Whether therefore the 
Adminiſtration be in it ſelf Good or Bad, it muſt 


be peaceably obey d, Actively or Paſlively : And 
© Thoſe who teach, that upon a Male-Adminiſtra» 


tion, becauſe Governors — ſet over Us for Good, 
the People may Complain and Rebel ; teach a 
Doctrine contradictory both to the Laws of God 


and Man : To tell the People They are the Laſt 


Judges 


c 
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What is in its own Natgra Wrong, tho! che full 


Authoritive Power has Decreed it for. Right, is 


to act the part of an utter Enemy to all Go: 
vernments, and to Trumpet up Rebellion and 
0 | 
dom Preach up Abſolute Submiſſion in every 
thing, tho ever ſo Illegal, to the King as Su- 
preme, teach a Doctrine which ſtrikes at the 
very Foundation of our Government: Which 
therefore ſtands condema d, not juſtify d by God's 
Law. Kings, They ſay, have their Commiflions 


dinance of God: But ſuppoſe they act beyond 
the Commiſſion God has given Them; the Ro- 
ſuſal of Obedience then is no Reſiſtance to the 


the Limits of their Commiſſions, whether They 


, , , DO Cr COS a 
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but their Commands beyond their Commiſſions 
Aare not Obligatory, any farther than they are 
= Reaſonable; the Reaſonableneſs whereof He that 
is commanded is Judge. 9 


| Now it is not within the Crown's Commiſſion 
to Raiſe Money, unleſs firſt Voted and Conſented 


to by the Commons; Not to Reverſe Judgmenes 
made by the Lords upon Appeal; Not to Make 


ght _ Fires | 
Redreſs what They 995 Aer think EI or 


the other Side, Thoſe, who in this King: 


from God, and to Oppole the AQors who ac 
under ſuch a Commiſſion, is to Oppoſe the Or- 


Ordinance of God. Whilſt Kings keep within 
Execute Right or Wrong, They muſt be obey'd; 
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or Repeil LovÞWithout the'<6njoin'd Aurhority 


of both Hbales!? Theſe 478 Mänifeſt Littiits tb 


the Crown's Commiſſton atid Atthority; and if 


the Crown: Will break:over thele Lithitations, tlie 
Crown does not bny act without Commiſſion, 
but alſo in Oppoſion'th the Commiſſions of 


both Houſes; whoſe Commiſſions are - as much 


the Ordinance of God as the Crown's': All their 
Commiſſions ſtand upon one and the ſane Bottom, 
make by the lame Power. * a Sr roy 
When theeefots Men: wilt teach üniverſal C Obe⸗ 
dience to the Crown, notwithſtanding thoſe Com- 
mands ſhould be contradictory to tlie known 
Lais and Conſtitution of out Government, they 
don't teach: Obedience but Diſobedience to the 
Ordinance of God. Muſt the Two Houſes at the 
Crown's Command lay down their Commiſſions 
and Authorities, at the peril of their Salvation ? 
When this Spur is apply'd'to'a Prince of Natural 
Ambition ta be: Abſolute and Arbitrary, or of a 
Mind to Subvert the Government for the com- 
paſſing ſome'deſign'd Ends; no wonder if the 
Attempt be made, when no ordinary Means, no- 
thing but a Miracle muſt prevent Succeſs. No- 


thing in this Caſe, humanly ſpeaking , has ſav d 


our Government, but the People's having more 
Senſe than to believe every thing they were 


taught: So the Natural Conſequences of this 


Doctrine, as it is preach'd in an unlimited Latis 
tude, are Either Subverſion of the Government as 
eſtabliſh'd, of inſtead of Suppreſſing, is the Foun- 


dation of Rebellion. They 
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1 They! arevfodliſhly timorous, wha car a Re- 


befhow in this Kingdom; whilſt the Ihren Con - 
ſtituent Part of our Government preſerve their 
diſtinct and ſeparate Powers: But when one part 


is taught how to encroach upon and ſwallow up 


the other, Endeavours ſo to do alarm the Natural 


Power to a Support of their Gdvernment: Hence 
all our Rebellions. And unſeſs the Natural Power 
had in that Extremity ſupported our Government, 
our Two Houſes had been of no more Conſide- 


ration here, than Parliaments are in Frunce, which 


once had Power, but like Fools have loſf it. 
r ant AT ot wot 
.- Chriſt enjoins us to render to Ceſar the things 
which are Cefar's'; but where does he enjoin to 
render to Czſar the Things which are not Ceſar's > 
And what are, and what are not Cz/ar's;the Con- 


ſtitutions and Laws of Governments: determine. 


For this Reaſon, the Proceedings touching Ship- 
Money were by all the Three Conſtituents de- 
clar d unlawful and void, becauſe. they were con- 


trary to, and againſt the Laws and Statutes of 


this Realm, the Right of Property, and the Li- 
berty of the Subject. Suppoſe then aſter this: De- 
claration of Parliament, the Crown had conti- 
nued Levying of Ship- Money; thoſe who refus d 


Obedience, had not reſiſted any Ordinance of 


God, nor had they made themſelves Judges; of 
Right and Wrong; becauſe ſuch Proceedings were 
determin'd wrong even by the King himſelf, and; 


the reſt of the National Authorities.“ And iſo in! 


other Caſes, where the full Authoritive Powers 
have decided, | But 


— 


3 
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But what the Gentleman for Univerſal Obedi- 
ence ſtand chiefly upon, are theſe Acts of Pars 
liament, which declare the Militia, aud all the 
Forces by Sea or Land, in the King; and that nei- 
ther or both of the Houſes can pretend to the ſame, 
tor can lawfully raiſe or levy any War Offenfioe 
or Defenfrve againſt: hs Majeſty, &c. And there 
is another Act for Securing his Majeſty's Perſon, 
That none idvent, &c. Death or Deſtraftion, or any 
Bodily Harm tending to Death or Deſtruftion , 
Maim, or Wounding, Impriſonment or Reſtraint of 
the King's Perſon, or to Deprive or Depoſe him 
from the Stile, Honour, or Kingly Name, from the 
Imperial Crown of this Realm, or to levy War a- 
gainſt his Majeſty within or wit boat this Realm, 
or to move and ſtir any Foreignes or Strangers with 
Force to invade this Realm, &c. All which Laws 
are undoubtedly Obligatory. | 


But Firſt, All Reſiſtance is not by Force of 

Arms: A Refuſal of Obedience, and regularly 
diſputing or conteſting the Point, is Reſiſtance z 
and ſo tar, if the Prerogative will infringe the 
Rights of the Two Houſes, they may Reſiſt : But 
they cannot by their Authority juſtify raiſing For- 
ces; becauſe they have no ſuch Commiſſion, 
And whilſt the Laws are open. and the Conſti- 
tuent Parts of Government preſerve their Diſtinct 
Powers and Authorities, Reſiſtance by Force is in 
no Caſe allowgble ; becauſe the Aggriev d may 
have Redreſf by due Courſe of Law. 


Nor 


I ents, but to ſave and 


#3 
Nor can the Crown make uſe of che Militia, 
or any other Forces entirely under the Crown's 
Command, to break into the Conſtitution of the 
Government, or to execute Illegal Proceedings: 
For in ſuch Cafes the Crown's private Commands 
would be contradictory to the Crown's publiſh'd 
legal Commands, which cannot be ſuperſeded or 
revok'd by the Crown's Single Authority : To 


which then of theſe Commands muſt be added 


the San&tion of Damnation? For Both cannot be 
obey'd. So that the uſe of Force either by the 
Crown or the People, beyond what the Law ak 
lows, are equally unjuſtifiable ; and if neither of 
them uſe unjuſtifiable Force, there will never be 
2 laſting Reaſon of Complaint on either Side. Bur 
when unjuſtifiable Force is us'd, and is no other 
way repellable but by Force, I know no Law a- 
gainſt Repelling fuch Force with Force. 


But in the Caſe of a Breach of the Government, 
46 where one of the ' Conſtituents aſſumes the 
Right and Authority of the other Conftituents ; 

upon which the Natural Power exerts it ſelf; yet, 
it in that Caſe the Natural Power is zuſtifiable, it 
is not ſo to deſtroy or hurt any of the Conſtitu- 
ve them, to fix and 
ſettle the ſhaken Conſtituent Parts in their Right- 
ful Power and Authority: For if the Natural 


Power ſhould deſtroy or hurt any of the Conſti- 
tuents, that Power would commit what it felf 
condemns, and makes War againſt. The Breach 
Jin the Government mes by the Conſtituents u- 


ſurping 


C14, 

ſurping eath other's Authority, is not a Diffpſu- 
tion of the Government; the Rights of the Cons 
ſtituents are not by ſuch a Breach. extinguiſh'd; 
they are all, notwithſtanding, the, ſame. Govern 
ing Parts de Fare, though not de Fadts 3 and there- 
fore not one of them ean be juſtly hurt, much leſs 
deſtroy d, upon any preteace whatſoever... 
G1 un dihnte 7 ti eee 
By this Light, every Man that will, may plains 

ly ſee the Difference: between the Caſe of King 
Charles the Firſt, and King James the Second 
No body purſued the Lite: of King James, or ens 
deavouric to hurt, impriſon, or, dethrone Him. 
The whole Deſign of the Natural Power, and of 
the Aſſiſtance of that Power, was only to preferve 
the Laws, und keep the Government upon, ts 
righer Ra ;: Which by. taking away Charters, by 
Non - olſtante Ptoceedings, by Cloſetiag, and | 
ſtanding Army, were ſhaken and broke: And 
every. ons, that conſentedito the Neſign: either be- 
fore or-after the Execution: Imuſt allo w. the De: 
ſign juſkiſiable, ar muſt condemn ithexaſelves of 
equal Guilt withtho;Aﬀars,; And. thak who:do 
not conſent. to the Defign,,do,mamitgſtty condemn 
King William's Reign as Ulurpation...: This End 
and Deſign., King Fames, by flying, tacitly con- 
feſs d was not ta be eſſected or compaſs d whilſt 
a Papiſt ſat upon the Throne; and his Abdi- 
cation gaye juſt Cauſe to ſet another Prince in 
his Seat: For the Body could not ſubſiſt auith- 
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But in the Caſs bf d Hing lc bodtes the Pirlt, uh 


that Rebellion wds'raistupon? u Þretence, at 


7 | ont e 
leaſt, of bis: Encroachments upon? thi juſt Rights' 


of Parliament; (for upon no other pretence are 


vue made miſerable by Rebellion ;) yet admit that 


pretence juſt and true, the Natural Power not- 


- withſtanding was deluded into the Breachr of the 


known Laws of God and Man, by being Deaf to 


all Propoſals of Accommodation, and to as large 


Conceſſions as could in all Reaſon be requir'd or 
expected ; which was the only End for which the 
Subjects pretended to Rebel; by laying violent 


Hands upon his Majeſty's Sacred Perſon, which 


upon any Account was horrid and unjuſtifiable in 
the higheſt, Reſpe& If the Diſorder complain d 
on did entirely lie in the Head; that Phyſician, 


who to reQify a Diſorder in the Head, will cut 


the Head off, deſerves no leſs than an Halter 


for his! Fee. 


Here is Room enough for the declaiming Gen- 
tlemen to expoſe and condemn the Proceedings 
in the Caſe of King Charles the Firſt, without 
bringing both the Kings Caſes under the ſame” 


Condemnation, as their Preachments generally 


do. Our Duty and Obedience to Governors is 


w- or leſs, according to the various Legal 


owers of Governors; and therefore the Meaſures 
of that Duty and Obedience are the Conſtituti- 
ons and Laws of Governments: God's Laws, in 
that Caſe, are not the Meaſures of Obedience, but 


the criteria when that Obedience is to be Active, 


when 
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* — 
Let the: Obedience uf Subjects 


de ia every Thing commanded by the Laws 1 4 
"fond, and then they have paid their utmoſt 
TR” to Goverhors requir d by the Laws 4 

. God. | HWA 7 231 AE IG - 


Thus 1 hw as: briefly an the Nature "of: my & 9 
ect would permit, deliverd my Thoughts# EI 
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